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colleagues join me in recognizing a gifted indi-
vidual, Luis ‘‘White Shoes’’ Martinez. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TRINKA DAVIS 
VETERANS VILLAGE 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to you today to recognize the grand 
opening of the Trinka Davis Veterans Village 
in Carrollton, Georgia on September 28, 2012. 
This is a momentous event for the 3rd district, 
and I am proud to help honor their great serv-
ice to our nation’s brave veterans. 

The Trinka Davis Veterans Village would not 
have been possible without the $17 million do-
nation from the Trinka Davis Foundation. Ms. 
Katherine ‘‘Trinka’’ Rynne Davis was a Carroll 
County business leader who was profoundly 
impacted after learning of the difficulties our 
veterans and their families face on a daily 
basis. She founded the Trinka Davis Founda-
tion on November 9, 2004 and focused the 
majority of the funding on improving the lives 
of our soldiers and healing the trauma from 
deployment in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Following her unexpected death, Ms. Davis 
left her entire estate to her foundation. Over 
$25 million was left to aid our veterans and 
their families. In working with the Atlanta VA 
Medical center, the Foundation developed the 
concept of the Veterans Village to best serve 
the needs of our local veterans in rehabili-
tating injuries and problems faced upon com-
ing home; such as loss of limbs, traumatic 
brain injuries, depression, PTSD, unemploy-
ment, and loss of homes. 

The Trinka Davis Veterans Village has been 
built to serve as both a medical office and 
community living center for veterans across 
Georgia. Through regional research, the Foun-
dation Board learned that veterans in the Bow-
den and Atlanta area needed a Community 
Based Outpatient Clinic and nursing facility in 
Carrollton, Georgia. Without the donations 
from the Trinka Davis Foundation, the con-
struction and operation of the village would 
never have become a reality. The facility an-
ticipates around 3,000 veterans in the area will 
use the primary care services, and with 42 
beds, rehabilitation will be more accessible 
than before. The facility will have a family-cen-
tered approach to treatment and will let resi-
dents and family members of the village be 
more involved in their care. The Trinka Davis 
Veterans Village will also provide home-based 
care for patients who cannot travel to the clin-
ic. 

I would like to thank Trinka Davis, who I 
know is smiling down from above, her wonder-
ful Foundation and the Atlanta VA for their 
hard work and donations to make the Vet-
erans Village possible. The Trinka Davis Vet-
erans Village is a great step in improving vet-
eran care in our great state and helps us to 
give back to our veterans who have given ev-
erything so that we can live free. 

CONGRATULATING EAST TEN-
NESSEE FOUNDATION IN KNOX-
VILLE, TENNESSEE 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
today I wish to congratulate East Tennessee 
Foundation in Knoxville, Tennessee, on ob-
taining its National Standards for U.S. Com-
munity Foundations accreditation from the 
Community Foundations National Standards 
Board. 

East Tennessee Foundation is headed by 
my longtime friend Michael McClamroch. 

Mike is one of the hardest working and fin-
est men I know, and I am very proud of his 
leadership of East Tennessee Foundation and 
all the great work it does for East Tennessee. 

In the United States, community foundations 
serve tens of thousands of donors, administer 
more than $40 billion in charitable funds, and 
address the core concerns of more than 700 
communities and regions. 

Achieving this accreditation is a rigorous 
process, demonstrating that East Tennessee 
Foundation has a commitment to the highest 
standards possible. 

I want to again congratulate my friend, Mike 
McClamroch, and East Tennessee Foundation 
on receiving its National Standards accredita-
tion and commend the foundation’s dedicated 
service to East Tennessee. 
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IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL BILL RHEA STARNES 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, on 
behalf of myself and Representative PHIL ROE, 
I submit these remarks in honor of Lieutenant 
Colonel Bill Rhea Starnes, a veteran and dis-
tinguished pilot, who was prematurely taken 
from us on August 24, 2012. 

As a member of both the United States Air 
Force and the Tennessee Army National 
Guard, Bill gallantly served our country for 39 
years. At the ripe old age of 14, his love for 
aviation was first cultivated when his father 
taught him how to fly a plane. After graduating 
from East Tennessee State University, Bill 
continued his flight training at Fort Rucker in 
Alabama. Following flight school, Bill served in 
Vietnam, where he flew approximately 800 
combat hours. In 2005 and 2006, he was de-
ployed to Kosovo. Throughout his military ca-
reer, Bill demonstrated the courage, fortitude, 
and wisdom that a nation prays for and a mili-
tary dreams of having. He was the recipient of 
nearly 50 awards including the Bronze Star, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, and air medals 
with valor and army commendation. 

Even down to his voicemail—‘‘Hello, it’s Bill. 
Learn as if you will live forever, and live as if 
you will die tomorrow,’’—Bill embodied a 
strong desire to live life to the fullest. Though 
he didn’t reside in the Ninth District, I assure 
you, Bill was an active member of our commu-
nity. As the chief pilot for K-VA-T Food Stores 
and Central Coal Company, he was even said 

to be a ‘‘fixture’’ at the Virginia Highlands Air-
port. 

A committed family man, a man who loved 
God and his country, and a friend of many, Bill 
will be greatly missed by his colleagues and 
those he served. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to his wife, Lisa; his two sons; his father; 
his family; and his friends. 

Well known for his exceptional goodwill and 
dedication to the United States military and 
our community, I am honored to pay tribute to 
this man’s many contributions. His legacy and 
influence will be long remembered throughout 
our region. 
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HONORNG MEL BIRDWELL 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize and honor Mrs. Mel Birdwell, the 
wife of Texas State Senator Brian Birdwell. 
She has been one of the most active and visi-
ble spouses of a Hood County elected official 
on the local, state or national level. 

For three years Mrs. Birdwell has served on 
the board of the Republican Women of Hood 
County. During this time she has assisted with 
expanding the party, as well as, securing cop-
ies of the Constitution and Declaration of Inde-
pendence to give to every 5th grade student 
in every Hood County elementary school. 

Mrs. Birdwell has served on the board of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Hood County where 
she had extensive positive influences for the 
children in our community. 

One of Mrs. Birdwell’s most significant ac-
complishments would be to that of her and 
Senator Birdwell’s Face the Fire Ministry. This 
ministry assists burn survivors and wounded 
servicemen and women and their families. 
Mrs. Birdwell and her husband began this min-
istry after her husband’s recovery from severe 
burns due to the 9/11 terrorist attack of the 
Pentagon. Because her husband’s duties as 
Senator require much of his attention, Mel has 
single-handedly taken charge of the ministry. 

Mrs. Birdwell is also a role model for wives 
and mothers everywhere in her loyalty to her 
husband. When presented by the military with 
a form for her signature which read ‘‘soldier’s 
death imminent within 72 hours’’, Mrs. Birdwell 
fought for them to do whatever it takes to en-
sure the survival of her husband. Her never 
ending fight for his life and God’s intervention 
is why we have Senator Birdwell with us 
today. 

In 2002, Mrs. Birdwell was presented with 
the fourth annual Robertson McQuilkin Award 
for Commitment to Marriage by Family Life 
Ministries. In 2004, the Department of the 
Army recognized her 17 plus years of service 
to the Army family with the Outstanding Civil-
ian Service Medal. 

Today we recognize and honor Mrs. Mel 
Birdwell’s devotion, dedication and loyalty to 
our Nation, our state, our county, and her fam-
ily. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, on rollccall Nos. 
557 (H.R. 6122), 558 (H.R. 2139), 559 (H.R. 
6186), 560 (H. Res. 773), 561 (H. Res. 773), 
and 562 (H.R. 4264) I am not recorded as I 
was detained in my district due to the death of 
Dr. Bill Causey, my first Pastor, and close 
friend. I was asked to speak at his funeral. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ERIN DALY 
AND THE BEGINNING FARMER 
AND RANCHER DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM TEAM FOR RECEIVING 
THE 2012 USDA SECRETARY’S 
HONOR AWARD 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my great honor to extend a heartfelt congratu-
lations to Ms. Erin Daly and the rest of the Be-
ginning Farmer and Rancher Development 
Program team at the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture for being selected to receive a 
2012 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Secretary’s Honor Award in the category of 
‘‘assisting rural communities to create pros-
perity so they are self-sustaining, repopulating, 
and economically thriving.’’ The team and its 
program leader, Dr. S. (Suresh) Sureshwaran, 
will be honored on September 12, 2012 at the 
Research, Education, and Economics (REE) 
Mission Area ceremony and the USDA 64th 
Annual Secretary’s Honor Awards Ceremony, 
both in Washington, DC. 

I am especially pleased because Erin has 
served as a Brookings Institution Legis Con-
gressional Fellow in my Washington, DC. of-
fice since January of this year. She works on 
issues including agriculture, particularly as it 
pertains to the Farm Bill and authorization 
issues; environment; food safety and Food 
and Drug Administration issues; nutrition/hun-
ger; HBCUs; immigration; and trade. Not only 
is Erin a great asset to my office, but she has 
also become a steadfast resource for my staff 
and the constituents of the Second Congres-
sional District of Georgia. I have personally 
witnessed her hard work and dedication and I 
know this prestigious award recognizing exem-
plary leadership and public service is very 
well-deserved. 

The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Devel-
opment Program (BFRDP) was authorized in 
the 2008 Food, Conservation, and Energy Act 
and is administered by the National Institute 
for Food and Agriculture (NIFA) of the USDA. 
The purpose of the program is to assist farmer 
and rancher producers who have little or no 
farming experience and to provide the knowl-
edge, skills, and tools they need to make in-
formed decisions and improve their rate of 
success. As of 2010, more than 5,000 new 
and potential farmers had participated in 
BFRDP training events, including webinars, 
seminars, roundtable discussions, internships, 
mentorships, on-farm field days, etc. 

In Georgia, BFRDP has awarded grants to 
the Development of Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmers and Ranchers in Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi and South Carolina Program; the 
Cultivating Sustainable and Organic Beginning 
Farmers and Ranchers in Georgia Program; 
and the Urban Oasis Beginning Farmer Train-
ing Program. These grants have greatly as-
sisted beginning farmers and ranchers in 
Georgia in obtaining the knowledge and skills 
necessary to manage a successful farm, im-
prove their rural communities, and contribute 
to the local, state, and national economy. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the residents of 
Georgia’s Second Congressional District and 
the members of my staff, I ask my colleagues 
to join me today in recognizing Erin Daly and 
the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Develop-
ment Program team for their strong commit-
ment and valuable contributions to beginning 
farmers and their rural communities. I am ex-
tremely proud of Erin and I know she will con-
tinue to do great things in my office and at 
USDA. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR ROGER B. SCHULZ’S 36 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR NA-
TION 

HON. C. W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Command Sergeant Major 
Roger B. Schulz, for his extraordinary dedica-
tion to duty and service to the United States 
of America. Command Sergeant Major Roger 
B. Schulz will retire as Command Sergeant 
Major and Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Army 
Reserve Medical Command on October 1, 
2012. His service spans over thirty-six years 
of military duty to the United States Army Re-
serve. 

Command Sergeant Major Schulz has 
served in numerous assignments throughout 
his career and participated in many oper-
ations, including OPERATION JACKFROST 
and OPERATION BRIMFROST conducted in 
Alaska, and OPERATION BRIGHT STAR con-
ducted in Egypt. He supported OPERATION 
DESERT STORM while stationed at Fort 
McCoy, WI, and deployed to Baghdad in sup-
port of OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM. 

Command Sergeant Major Schulz began his 
career as an Infantryman; serving for twelve 
years holding the positions of Rifleman 
through Platoon Sergeant. Following his time 
in the Infantry, Command Sergeant Major 
Schulz dedicated himself to the education of 
future Army leaders. He has served as an In-
structor, Team Sergeant and Senior Instructor, 
4th Army Light Fighter Academy; Brigade Op-
erations Sergeant, 4th Brigade, 91st Division; 
Division Operations Sergeant, 91st Division; 
Battalion Operations Sergeant, Training Sup-
port Battalion, 104th Division; Chief of Oper-
ations, Primary Leader Development Course 
Manager and First Sergeant, U.S. Army Non-
commissioned Officer’s Academy; Deputy 
Commandant/Director of Instruction, U.S. 
Army Noncommissioned Officer’s Academy; 
Installation Command Sergeant Major; Com-
mandant, U.S. Army Noncommissioned Offi-
cer’s Academy and Commander, 12th Bat-

talion, 6th Brigade, 104th Division; and Com-
mander, Company A, United States Army Ser-
geants Major Academy. 

In 2003, Command Sergeant Major Schulz 
was assigned to the 3rd Medical Command 
where he was instrumental in the development 
of two Army Medical Department accredited 
schools in Iraq. His career is culminating at 
the Army Reserve Medical Command, where 
he is responsible for the discipline, morale, 
welfare, and education of over 28,000 Sol-
diers. Through his guidance and leadership 
the command sustainment rate was over 91%. 
He initiated the first Sergeant Audi Murphy 
Board for the command and set the require-
ments for the continued success of the pro-
gram. 

The Army Medical Department, the United 
States Army, and the Nation will dearly miss 
one of its most respected and a valued leader 
as Command Sergeant Major Roger B. Schulz 
retires. We will miss his humility, selflessness, 
candor and integrity. Command Sergeant 
Major Roger B. Schulz’s exemplary leadership 
and selfless devotion to duty has touched fully 
three generations of Soldiers and their Fami-
lies. 

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I join my col-
leagues today in recognizing Command Ser-
geant Major Roger B. Schulz for a lifetime of 
service to his country. For all he and his family 
have given and continue to give to our coun-
try; we are in their debt. We wish him and his 
wife, Command Sergeant Major Tommie 
Schulz, all the best in his retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on September 10, 2012, I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted as follows: on rollcall vote 
No. 557, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall 
vote No. 558, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; on 
rollcall vote No. 559, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING MRS. ALOYSIA FOUCHE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary career of Mrs. 
Aloysia Fouche, owner and CEO of Fouche’s 
Hudson Funeral Home, Inc., as she is award-
ed a 2012 Living Legends of Funeral Service 
award from the One Hundred Black Women of 
Funeral Service Organization. 

A trailblazer in the funeral business for near-
ly three decades, Mrs. Fouche transitioned 
into the funeral profession after the passing of 
her late husband and founder of the Funeral 
Home, Mr. Aramis Fouche. At a time when Af-
rican-American women business owners were 
few and far between, Mrs. Fouche achieved 
her five-year business plan within two years. 
She brought greater financial solvency and ex-
tensive facility improvements to the business, 
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